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The Holodomor Memorial Parkette is dedicated 

to the millions of innocent victims who died 

during the genocidal famine in Ukraine in 1932-33.

ВІЧН А Я П А М'ЯТЬ � MEMORY ETER NA L

The Toronto Holodomor Memorial was established 

by the Ukrainian Canadian Community in 2018, 

under the leadership of the 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Toronto Branch

with fi nancial support of the 

Toronto Ukrainian Foundation 

and its generous Donors.

Зроніть сльозу.  Бо ми не мали сліз…
Заплачте разом, а не наодинці.
Зроніть сльозу  за тими, хто не зріс,
Що мали зватись гордо - українці!
Заплачте! Затужіть! Заголосіть!!
Померлі люди стогнуть з тої днини
Й благають:  українці, донесіть
Стражденний біль голодної країни!
Згадайте нас -  бо ми ж колись жили.
Зроніть сльозу і хай не гасне свічка!
Ми в цій землі житами проросли,
Щоб голоду не знали люди вічно.

    — Hiна Bиноградська

Shed a tear.  Because we did not have tears ...
Let us weep together, not alone.
Shed a tear for those who did not grown up
To be proud Ukrainians!
Cry! Weep! Scream this out!!
Dead still moan from those days, and
They pleaded: Ukrainians, let all know the
Painful suff ering of a hungry nation!
Remember us - for we once lived.
Shed a tear and let the candle not die!
We lived in a land that sprouted wheat,
Where people never before knew of such hunger.

Oleh Lesiuk, Five Ears of Wheat







One of the most devastating events of the twentieth 
century occurred in Ukraine a� er it was incorporated 
into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 
1922. A genocide was carried out against the Ukrainian 
population in 1932–33, which subsequently was denied, 
dismissed and hidden from world scrutiny for more than 
� ve decades. 

Although Ukrainians in the West had long maintained that 
millions had died as a result of the Soviet state’s policies, 
the true nature of the Holodomor came to light only when 
archives in Moscow and Ukraine were opened following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. In addition 
to those who died of starvation, countless numbers of 
Ukrainians were executed by � ring squads, deported to 
Siberia or sent to the Gulag.

� e word Holodomor is used to describe death in� icted 
by starvation. It comes from two Ukrainian words: 
holod, meaning starvation, and moryty, to cause a 
torturous death. 

Most foreign journalists stationed inside the USSR largely 
ignored or did not accurately report on the Holodomor in 
the 1930s. A few, like Canadian journalist Rhea Clyman, 
dared to write about it. Most governments whose countries 
were going through the Great Depression knew, but did 
nothing about it.

HOLODOMOR IN UKRAINE

In Ukraine, it was impossible to mention publicly, teach about or discuss the Holodomor 
openly until the late 1980s. Information about the Famine was only available in the West, 
mostly from eyewitness testimonies of refugees who had survived the event and escaped from 
the Soviet Union during World War Two.

� e truth about the Holodomor started to become openly available to the citizens of Ukraine 
only on the eve of the breakup of the USSR. Eyewitness accounts and documentary evidence 
emerged that showed that Ukraine was indeed targeted for starvation in the wake of a shi�  in 
Soviet nationality policy.

Until recently, the Holodomor was denied, covered up and ignored. Today, the Holodomor 
is commemorated worldwide each year on the fourth Saturday in November. Canada and 
numerous other countries have recognized the Holodomor as genocide.

Across Canada, many school boards commemorate Holodomor Memorial Day each year on 
the fourth Friday in November. We remember and honour its victims and resolve to prevent 
such crimes from occurring again.

       – Valentina Kuryliw

Excerpts from Holodomor in Ukraine, � e Genocidal Famine, 1932-1933: Learning Materials for Teachers & Students, 
by Valentina Kuryliw. Toronto: CIUS Press at University of Alberta, 2017.

Holodomor • Голодомор
(Ukrainian) derived from 
морити голодом, death infl icted 
by starvation



� e Holodomor Memorial Parkette is a space for re� ection and 
acknowledgement of the extreme inhumanity and tragic events 
that occurred in the past. It unites contemporary citizens 
of all backgrounds in the spirit of mutual empathy for past 
su� erings, while a�  rming the value of individual human life 
and fostering aspirations for a just and humane society. 

� e parkette organizes the movement of visitors on several 
levels, both in its physical space and on a psychological and 
emotional plane. It is designed as the memorialization of a 
multitude. 

Walkways, which form the external and internal rings, lead 
visitors around the parkette and link the tangible elements 
spatially and conceptually.  Amidst the memorial features, 
ornamental grass sprouts white spikes symbolizing li� ed 
human souls. Seating areas are both design elements of the 
environment and places for contemplation and re� ection on 
the � uidity of life.

� e centrepiece of the memorial is the statue of a life-sized 
girl holding the forbidden � ve sprigs of grain, sculpted by Petro 
Drozdowsky. � e statue’s scale and placement allow visitors to 
relate to the child’s reality, approach her and empathize with 
her. � is statue is set in a plaza featuring stonework symbolic of Ukrainian embroidery. 
Visible from the Princes’ Gates – the main entrance to Exhibition Place – the lone girl’s 
vulnerability is poignant. 

Directly east of the sculpture, the plaza narrows into a pathway with distinct paving material. 
� is is the main alley to Strachan Avenue and the most direct route to the sculpture from 
outside of Exhibition Place. A secondary paved pathway veers le�  into a wooded area, 
arriving at a millstone garden. � is pathway continues through a treed area eastward to a gate 
opening onto Strachan Avenue. 

While exploring the route, visitors can re� ect on the full horror of the Holodomor, feel 
the despair and helplessness, and arrive at a place of peace. Beyond the statue, visitors see 
openness, symbolizing new hopes. In the open area, another path intersects the paved 
pathway. To the le�  is the second millstone garden and to the right is a path winding through 
the treed area to the third millstone garden. 

HOLODOMOR MEMORIAL PARKETTE

This place is 
to be the place 

of memory, 
learning and 

respect 
for the tragic 
moments and 

periods of 
our history.

From Strachan Avenue, there are three entrances to the Holodomor Memorial Parkette: 
the most southerly one by the Princes’ Gates, the middle one leading to the paved alley, and 
the northern one at the corner of Fleet Street. At the north and south entrances, visitors � nd 
themselves on the secondary paths of the parkette where they encounter a millstone garden 
before they reach the plaza with the sculpture. Pedestrians beyond the parkette will be drawn 
to these paths by the open gates in the fence. � e secondary routes are designed to lead 
visitors to the millstone gardens and then back out to paved walkways or the plaza.

� e Holodomor Memorial Parkette 
was created to convey the value of 
remembrance, as well as ideas of 
humanism, tolerance, democracy, 
civil society, human-rights defense, 
and natural and spiritual ecology – 
in e� ect, life-a�  rming responses to 
the evils of the Holodomor and other  
atrocities. Memorial ceremonies will 
be held here annually on the fourth 
Saturday of every November. 

The Holodomor 
is commemorated 
worldwide each 
year on the 
fourth Saturday 
in November.



Bitter Memory of Childhood
Kyiv, Ukraine

PETRO DROZDOWSKY
SCULPTOR

� e artist Petro Drozdowsky was born in 1957 in the village of Ozerna, Kyiv oblast, Ukraine. 
His works in bronze, marble, stone, wood and metal have been exhibited in Ukraine and 
beyond, but his arresting statue of a young girl clutching � ve stalks of wheat may be his most 
iconic. Drozdowsky dedicated the statue, titled Bitter Memory of Childhood, to the most 
vulnerable victims of the Holodomor – children.

� e original statue was installed on the grounds of the National Museum "Holodomor 
Victims Memorial” in Kyiv in 2008, on the 75th anniversary of the Holodomor. 

Casts of Bitter Memory of Childhood stand in outdoor Holodomor memorials in Regina, 
Winnipeg and Toronto, as well as inside the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
in Winnipeg.

BITTER MEMORY OF CHILDHOOD
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Ele� heria Mihalaros
Oksana Mikouliak
Alecia Minosora
Nicholas & Annie Mishchenko
Suzanne & Basil Mocherniak
Daria Mokrzycki
Paul Morenec
F. C. Moscall
Tania Mychajlycia
Yuri Mykolyk
Claudia Mykytiuk
†Bohdan Myndiuk
Mynik Investments Company 
Limited
Oakville Ridna Shkola
Natalie, Michael & Taras Obal
Myroslava Oleksiuk
So� a Onukywycz
Steve Osta� chuk
Nadia & Peter Ostapchuk
Natalie Palyniak
John & Jennifer Pasquill
Lonhin Pencak
Yevgenia Petrova
Emil Pidwerbecki
Robert Pidzamecky
Leon Pidzamecky
Ulana Pidzamecky Plawuszczak
Iryna Pisetska

Pisetsky Family
Luba Podolsky
Fedir & Akilina Podopryhora
Yuriy & Maryna Podrezo
Emilia Polanski
Andrew Potoczny
George & Janet Potopnyk  
Anton & Julia Prockiw
H. Pruss
Nollen Quon
Igor Racki
Vincent Ramsay
Steven & Anne Marie Ratych
Dr. Leon & Linda Ravvin
Natalie Rewa
Valentyna Rodak
Mary Royik
Taissa Ruzycky
Barbara Sahan Kay
Siegfried & Ann Schmidt
Alexandra Schur
Lesa & Jaroslav Semcesen
George & Veronica Serhijczuk
Nikolay Shaganenko
Maria & Eugene Shapka
Dorothy Sharp
Andrianna Shchuka
Walter & Yaroslava Sheremeta
Shevchenko Scienti� c Society 
of Canada
Olga Shuper
Irene Shust
Nataliya Ivasiv-Shved & 
Andriy Shved
Zenovy Shybyvonok
Stephan Sidorenko
Tatiana Sidorova
Emily Sigalas

DONORS UNDER $1,000

Donations received as of September 21, 2018.

L. Sirosh
Zenon Skira
Bohdan & Luba Sklierenko
Maria Skorobohacz
Orysia & Roman Skotar
William Slawych
Joseph Slusarczyk
Alex & Roksolana Slywynskyj
Ulana Smereczynski
Andre Sochaniwsky
So� ek Computer Services Inc.
Konstantin Sokolyk
Oksana & Jaroslaw Sokolyk
Oksana Solomon-Fuke
Ivan & Marusia Soroka
Helen Spendick
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian School
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Cemetery
Stasyszyn, Zacchigna, Tymczyszyn 
Families
Anna Ardan Steciw
Norma Stoneburgh
Sonia Stoyko
Tatiana Sunak
John Surmak
Olga Zawerucha-Swyntuch & 
Mykola Swyntuch
Angelina Szacki
Walter Szafranski
Patricia Szczur & Anne Lagoszniak
Mary & Steve Szkambara
George & Suzanne Szypka
Olga Tarashcuk
Zenon & Christina Tatarsky
Taras & Nadia Tataryn
Helen Z. Tate
Roman Tatuch
Miroslav Tchorni

Orest & Lesia Teply
Irene Tkachenko
Anna Toptchieva
Motrya Toroshenko & 
Roman Andryjowycz
Roman Tovarnytskyy
Lynda & Ken Tripp
H.N., Oleh & H.I. Trochluk
Zoya Tro� menko
Nadiya Troyan
Maria Trus
Ivan Trush
E. Tutkaluk
� eodor Tymchyna
Ukrainian Canadian School Board
Ukrainian Canadian Social 
Services Inc., St. Catharines
UCWLC Christ the Good Shepherd 
at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Parish
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of St. Demetrius – Seniors
UNF Ridna Shkola
UNF Toronto - Maturanty
Andrii Veselovskyi
Jurij Vitkovitsky
Vasyl Vitkovitsky
H. Vosmesznyj
Nadiia Vozdigan
Halyna & Mykhaylo Vynnyk
Jean & Alex Waclawski
Jaroslaw Wajda
Danuta Warchol
Irene Washchuk
Marta Washchuk
Robert O. & Vira H. Watson
Michael Wawryshyn
� eodosy Woloshyn
Lisa Woytowich

Peter Wybywanez
L. Yaremchuk
Natalia Yarotsica
Iskander & Deborah Younes
Lesia Maria & Roman 
Michael Zelyk
Gerald & Luba Zenchuk

DONORS UNDER $1,000

To contribute to the Toronto Holodomor Memorial Project, please visit www.HolodomorMemorialTO.com



ARCHITECT
Brown and Storey Architects Inc. 
(Kim Storey, James Brown, Stephen King, 
Samuel Vandersluis, Kosta Derbish, Michael Cook)

LEGAL COUNSEL
Adrian Bilyk
Walter P. Burych
Allison Fowler

CONSULTANTS
Archaeological Services Inc.
HL Engineering Inc.
LEA Consultants Mechanical + Electrical Engineer
David B. Searles Surveying Ltd.
Streamliner Fabrications Inc. (Stephen Richards)
Urban Forest Associates

CONTRACTOR
Aldershot Landscaping Contractors

EXHIBITION PLACE
Dianne Young (CEO)
Gilles Bouchard
Ron Kostick
Martin Shorthill

CITY OF TORONTO
Mayor John Tory
Catherine Dean
Kevin Moraes
Ranbir Singh

STEERING COMMITTEE
Oksana Rewa 
(Chair, Holodomor Memorial Project)
Andrew Gregorovich
Dr. Oleh Romanyschyn   
Orest Steciw

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Petro Schturyn (Chair)
Taras Bahriy
Alex Jemetz
Oksana Rewa

UNVEILING COMMITTEE
Marijka Stadnyk (Chair)
Lydia Falcomer
Nadia Gereliouk
Kristin Glover
Ania Jacyniak
Olia Kalymon
Lada Kozak
Anastasia Leshchyshyn
Irka Mycak
Nadia Prokopiw
Oksana Rewa
Oleksiy Slyepukhov
Irene Solomon
Luba Tarapacky
Lesya Winnicki

ARTISTS
Petro Drozdowsky – Centrepiece 
“Bitter Memory of Childhood”
Oleh Lesiuk – Trellis Panel "Five Ears of Wheat" 
Anastasia Zaiats – Millstone “Remembrance”
Brad Emsley – Millstone “Resilience” 
Rhonda Weppler – Millstone “Renascence”
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